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Music has had an unhappy history in the lives of many Muslims. Because religion is so tightly bound

up with culture it is not always clear why this should be the case. Nonetheless, music is a sensitive

issue for many Muslims and this has to be understood when providing appropriate music education.

Music is a compulsory part of the curriculum in the U.K., so it is essential that music teachers

understand the relationship between Muslims and music. This book looks at the history and position

of music in Islam. It considers music education in Muslim countries, and looks at music lessons in

multiethnic classrooms in the U.K. The recommendations about how music lessons can be made

more appropriate to Muslim pupils are based on the authorâ€™s research and experience. She

suggests ways to ensure that people are never persuaded to do anything which conflicts with their

religion, while extending the opportunity for meaningful music lessons for all pupils.This book is for

all principals striving to fulfill their statutory obligations to all pupils, and essential reading for music

teachers in multicultural schools.
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"Diana Harris has done a lot of the work already. By reporting what sheâ€™s learned from a wide

range of Muslim scholars and educators, as well as music teachers, she shows us that there is no

clear consensus about music within Islam." (Times Educational Supplement)"...eye-opening

stuff...should be read widely by parents, mosque officials and imams." (Fazl Rahman, AMR News

(Association of Muslim Researchers))



Diana Harris , a researcher in music education, is an associate lecturer at the Open University.
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